




















Lodges award scholarships to students

Scholarships in the amount of $500.00 each were presented by the Fergus Falls Masonic organi-
zations at a dinner May 15. The recipients are as follows: Front row, Stephanie Schulz, Fergus Falls;
Rebecca Joerger, Henning; middle row, Chris Danielson, Fergus Falls; Shauna Stine, Fergus Falls;
Cassandra Ahrens, Tintah; back row, Alex Kelm, Battle Lake; Evan Tilton, Breckenridge; Jeremy
Umlauf, Underwood. Not pictured are Laura Trosdahl, Henning, and Christina Thomas, MSCTC.
Minnesota Masonic organizations statewide this year are presenting well over $300,000 in
Masonic scholarships. Cornerstone Lodge No. 99, Fergus Falls is proud to have been a part of this.

Antzelevitch lectures on sudden cardiac death
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held in Nice France from June 18 to 21.
Dr. Charles Antzelevitch, Executive
Director and Director of Research of the
Masonic Medical Research Laboratory, was
invited to present three lectures dealing
with inherited cardiac arrhythmia syn-
dromes such as the Short QT and Brugada
syndromes, as well as a lecture on novel
approaches for the management of atrial
fibrillation—the most common abnormal
rhythm of the heart encountered in the clinic.
Sudden death from cardiac causes can
vary depending on population risk factors
but is believed to be as high as 1 in 1,000
worldwide. Within the United States,
Sudden cardiac death (SCD) takes the life
of an estimated 350,000 each year. The
MMRL is the leading center for the study
of the Brugada syndrome in the Untied
Sates and is also at the forefront of our
understanding of the genetic basis and
mechanisms of inherited syndromes.
Inherited syndromes such as Short QT
and Brugada, affect the electrical activity
of the heart and have been shown to play
a determining role in SCD. These syn-
dromes tragically take the lives of chil-
dren and young adults, often with little or
no warning. Genetic mutations responsi-
ble for congenital syndromes can also
predispose to arrhythmogenesis associated
with ischemic heart disease responsible
for heart attacks and other cardiac abnor-
malities. (enlarged hearts, for example).
Through collaborations with clinical
centers and physicians worldwide, the
MMRL is provided blood from patients
afflicted with abnormal rhythms of the
heart. Following extraction of the DNA
and polymerase chain reaction (PCR)
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amplification, genetic sequencing is
performed to identify genetic errors.

The mutant genes are then cloned and
expressed in a human cell line so as to
identify the nature of the cellular defect.
The characteristics of the defect is deter-
mined by electrophysiological techniques,
provide us specific direction for the design
of the experimental models of the disease.

Atrial fibrillation (AF) is the most
common symptomatic abnormal heart
rhythm encountered by physicians and is
increasing in prevalence as America ages.
Over 2.2 million Americans are afflicted
with the disease. The risk of stroke from
AF is estimated to be 1.5% for those 50-
59 years of age, and approaches an incred-
ible 30% for those 80 and older. Effective
pharmacological treatment of AF is one of
the largest unmet medical needs facing our
society because most available drugs have
low effectiveness and those with high
effectiveness, have high toxicity. In recent
studies, MMRL scientists have character-
ized the atrial selectivity of a novel drug,
ranolazine, and have attempted to explain
the molecular basis for this. These results
were published in Circulation, the #1 car-
diology journal, in September of 2007.
Antzelevitch is working with investigators
nationwide to design clinical trials for test-
ing the effectiveness of ranolazine in the
management of atrial fibrillation.

Antzelevitch and his colleagues at the
MMRL are leading the way in defining
the mechanisms that cause cardiac
arrhythmias and in discovering innovative
new approaches to therapy.

The MMRL was recently selected as
one of the top 100 charities of distinction
in the United States by Greg Gumbel’s
cable TV show, Eye on America. A seg-
ment featuring the Laboratory will air
over the summer. The MMRL will also be
featured later in the year in a National
Geographic TV special. To learn more
about the MMRL or how you can support
this life-saving research, please visit,
www.mmrl.edu.

W. Brother Lloyd Anderson.

Daylight Lodge No. 348 awarded
scholarships to three students recently.
In addition to maintaining top grades in
high school, each of these students was
involved in many outstanding activities.

Luke Albares is entering North
Dakota State University and focusing on
electrical engineering and pre-med.
Luke's grandparents are Roy, Arcana
Lodge No. 187, and Lois Downs; his
uncle is W. Brother Steve Downs, Worthy
Patron of O.E.S. Chapter No. 38; Luke's
aunt, Kathy Downs, is the Grand Organist
for Minnesota Eastern Star.

Alec Nicholson has enrolled in

Left to right, W. Brother Bob Peterson, Luke Albares, Alec Nicholson, Bradley Leech, and

Boston University and is interested in
government and civic organizations, per-
haps serving as an elected official one
day. Alec was also a recipient of the
Minnesota Masonic Charities Signature
Scholarship Award. Alec Nicholson's
grandfather was the late Allen Defosse of
Rochester Lodge No. 21.

Bradley Leech’s father, Mike, belongs
to Paul Revere Lodge No. 321. His mother,
Pam, just completed serving as the Grand
Guardian for Minnesota Job's Daughters.
Bradley has enrolled at the University of
Wisconsin, River Falls. He is an Eagle
Scout and DeMolay Past Master Councilor.

Six Montgomery Lodge No. 258 scholarship recipients are shown with W. M. Dave Bergman.

Three-generation Masonic family enjoys
lodge meetings together

Gerald Edgar of Star in the West
Lodge No. 60, Sauk Centre, sent this
information about his father, Raymond,
and his son, Lee: The three of us were
together at all three of Lee’s Degrees a
few years ago, AND at least once a year
we attend Lodge together in Dubuque—a
bit of a challenge the last two years as Lee
lives in Virginia. It’s somewhat uncommon
to have three generations of Masons pres-
ent for degree work, but to have all of
them Senior DeMolays as well and then
gathering on a regular basis for stated
meetings and other occasions is indeed
unusual. Dad’s 89 but sharp as a tack.

These three generations are doubly
Brothers as all are also Senior DeMolays.
The photo occasion was following Lee's
wedding in a nearby Alexandria, Virginia,
church on April 5, 2008. Several post-
wedding photos were taken at the
Washington Masonic Memorial because
of the beautiful grounds as well as the
monument itself. Note the ‘Square &
Compass’ is the largest in the world.

Footnote: Lee also took the opportu-
nity while on his honeymoon trip to visit
a Lodge in Hawaii. W. Brother Gerald did
the same thing 32 years ago, but in
Jamaica and again toward the end of the

Left to right are Lee Edgar, Bethel Lodge
No. 319, Garner, lowa; Gerald Edgar, Star in the
West No. 60, Sauk Centre; and Raymond
Edgar, Mosaic No. 125, Dubuque, lowa.

honeymoon, while his bride was shop-
ping. The Edgar family are dedicated
Masons but also are mindful of other
responsibilities!
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